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Starting PointsStarting Points



Who is who?



In the beginning of the play, we learn that Desdemona has married Othello, an African 
general. Iago is disgruntled that Cassio has been promoted to lieutenant and not himself. 
He goes to Brabanzio, Desdemona’s father and tells him of their wedding news. Iago flees 
the scene as Othello is accused of stealing Brabanzio's daughter. Othello has been 
summoned by the Duke whesummoned by the Duke where Brabanzio also follows to consult him on the matter. Othello 
is given the chance to speak, explains that Desdemona chose to marry him, and is indeed in 
love with him, Desdemona herself then reiterates this. The Duke orders Othello to Cyprus 
and Desdemona insists on going with him.

Iago who has be counselling Roderigo into how to woe Desdemona and explains how he 
should get Cassio drunk and provoke a fight. In a fit of drunken rage, Cassio chases 
Roderigo but is stopped by Governor Montano and stabs him. As the alarm is rung, Othello Roderigo but is stopped by Governor Montano and stabs him. As the alarm is rung, Othello 
is called to the scene, preventing him from consummating his marriage. Much to Iago's 
delight Casio is stripped of his title. Cassio asks Desdemona to help him seek Othello’s 
forgiveness. As Cassio leaves the scene Othello appears and ask Iago if that was Cassio, 
Iago starts to plant the seed that Desdemona is being unfaithful with Cassio - otherwise 
why would he flee that place?
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Othello: Plot Summary



Desdemona tries to persuade Othello to reinstate Cassio but this causes even more 
suspicion. She then drop hers handkerchief on the way to dinner and Emilia picks it up, 
remembering that Iago has wanted her to steal it. Iago plants the handkerchief in Cassio's 
room and lets Othello know that he has seen Cassio with the handkerchief that Othello had 
given to her. Othello asks Desdemona to see the handkerchief that evening and she 
explains that she does not have it but asks again about Cassio that enrages Othello furtheexplains that she does not have it but asks again about Cassio that enrages Othello further. 
An angry Bianca then greets Cassio; in a bid to placate her, he tries to give Bianca the 
handkerchief.

Othello becomes consumed by jealously which is fueled further as Iago asks Othello to 
overhear a conversation between himself and Cassio discussing Desdemona (although 
really they are discussing Bianca)
That night Othello accuses Desdemona of being a whoThat night Othello accuses Desdemona of being a whore and instructs her to stay in her 
room and dismiss Emilia. Iago explain to Roderigo that he must kill Cassio (Othello wishes 
Iago to carry out the killing but Iago passes it on) but that fails and Cassio instead ends up 
wounding Roderigo.

Othello attempts to kill Desdemona despite her plea of innocence. Emilia enters and 
announces that Roderigo is dead. Othello asks if Cassio is dead to but is devastated to announces that Roderigo is dead. Othello asks if Cassio is dead to but is devastated to 
hear that, he is not. As Desdemona is crying out that she is being murdered she changes 
her story to say she has committed suicide as one final act of love for Othello. When 
questioned Othello reveals that it was he who killed her due to her infidelities.

As Iago enters, he attempts to silence Emilia who realises what Iago has done but she 
stands up to him and tells the truth. Iago kills Emilia and attempts to run away but is 
caught. The wounded Cassio is brought in and Othello realises Desdemona's innocence. 
He is told that he must be tiHe is told that he must be tired in Venice but instead kills himself. 
Iago is ordered to be executed.
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Othello: Plot Summary



The play begins with Macbeth being confronted by three witches who tell him of his fate. 
Macbeth and Banquo make their way to the King, for defeating two armies he rewards 
them and makes Macbeth 'Thane of Cawdor' and the witches prophecy starts to come 
true. 

Macbeth is intrigued by the possibility that the remainder of the witches’ prophecy - that 
he will be crowned king might be true. He arranges for the King to dine at his castle that 
night and writes to tell his wife.

Lady Macbeth desiLady Macbeth desires her husband to become King and decides that Macbeth should 
murder Duncan. When Macbeth arrives, she convinces him of her plan; they will get the 
two officers who guard the King drunk so they black out, the next morning they will frame 
them for the murder. Macbeth carries out the murder on the King and when Duncan is 
found the next morning Macbeth then kills the two guards, this is to show to the castle his 
false rage at the killing of the king.
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Macbeth: Plot Summary



Duncan’s sons escape to England and Ireland in fear that they will be the next target. 
Fearful of the witches’ prophecy that Banquo’s heirs will seize the throne, Macbeth hires a 
group of murderers to kill Banquo and his son Fleance. 

They are unsuccessful in killing his son and he escapes that night. Macbeth rages knowing 
that with Fleance alive he will not be able to fulfil the prophecy. That night Banquo's ghost 
visits him, he is visibly shaken and his guests witness this.

Macbeth revisits the witches and they tell him he must beware of Macduff who is 
incapable of being harmed by any man 'born of woman' and he will be safe until Birnam incapable of being harmed by any man 'born of woman' and he will be safe until Birnam 
Wood comes to Dunsinane Castle. Macbeth is not fearful, as he knows that all men are 
born of women and that forests cannot move. Macduff flees to England and Macbeth 
orders that Macduff’s castle be seized and that Lady Macduff and her children be 
murdered.

On hearing, the news of his family Macduff joins Duncan's son and they invade Scotland. On hearing, the news of his family Macduff joins Duncan's son and they invade Scotland. 
Lady Macbeth has become unstable and unwell as she talks of the blood on her hands; her 
insanity leads her to eventually kill herself.

Macbeth pMacbeth prepares for the invasion in Dusinane. He then learns that the army advance with 
boughs cut from Birnam Wood and thus the prophecy will be fulfilled. On the battlefield, 
Macbeth meets Macduff, who declares that he was not “of woman born” but was instead 
“untimely ripped” from his mother’s womb (delivered by cesarean section). Macduff kills 
and beheads him Macbeth. Malcolm, now the King of Scotland, declares intentions for the 
country and invites all to see him crowned at Scone.

Macbeth: Plot Summary
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Themes and Symbols
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Try this...
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Directors Interpretation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDH2hXAafmE


Performers
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Design Elements
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Design Elements

Click here to play:
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 Young Lyric

Young Lyric is the home for all young people here at the Lyric. We are committed to working
with exciting artists and young people to create innovative and exceptional performances and
projects. Over the past decade the Lyric has established a national and international
reputation for its work with children and young people.

WWe are profoundly committed to giving young people from all backgrounds access to the arts 
in order to develop their creative, social, personal and economic potential. In particular we 
recognise the power of bringing young people into the Lyric to create work in a professional 
theatre alongside professional artists.

Young Lyric encompasses all of our projects and activities, including classes, performance
opportunities, apprenticeships, work experience, supporting emerging artists, schools activity 
and targeted work supporting vulnerable young people.

Click heClick here to find out more. 

https://lyric.co.uk/young-lyric/
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